MINUTES OF THE HEP-SCD BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
March 7, 2019
The meeting of the Hudson Essex Passaic Soil Conservation District was held at the district office in Bloomfield, NJ.  In accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, advance notice was given to the press (The Star Ledger and Herald News newspapers) and posted.  The meeting was also advertised on HEP’s website.
The public meeting was called to order by Chairperson Matt Ward at 7:01 p.m.
Members and public present were as follows:  Supervisors Matt Ward, Mario Tridente, Gray Russell and Jerry Flach; Glen Van Olden, Director; staff members Matt D’Alessandro and Fran Aguirre; Dan Mull, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS; and Dr. Amy Rowe, Environmental and Resource Management Agent for Essex and Passaic Counties.
MINUTES
The minutes from the February 7th, 2019 meeting were reviewed.  M/M Gray Russell, M/S Mario Tridente and passed unanimously, with abstention by Jerry Flach since she did not attend the 2/7/2019 meeting, to accept the minutes.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Glen reviewed HEP’s Treasurer’s Report and banking accounts for the month of February 2019.  M/M Jerry Flach, M/S Mario Tridente and passed unanimously to accept the Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2019.
Lakeland Bank CD#1113177 matured on 3/5/19.  M/M Jerry Flach, M/S Mario Tridente and passed unanimously to put forth Resolution #219-01 to open a 23-month Certificate of Deposit at Lakeland Bank with an APY of 2.60%.

SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLANS
Glen Van Olden reviewed the Soil Erosion & Sediment Control Plans certified in February 2019.  M/M Mario Tridente, M/S Gray Russell and passed unanimously to accept all actions taken on Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plans certified in the month of February 2019.
EXTENSION -
Dr. Amy Rowe, Environmental & Resource Management Agent
2/13/19
North Brunswick – Middlesex County Environmental Stewards lecture on environmental chemistry

2/14/19
Bridgewater – Day 2, Rutgers Organic Land Care course

2/21/19
Bridgewater – Day 3, Rutgers Organic Land Care course

2/28/19
Bridgewater – Day 4, Rutgers Organic Land Care course

2/28/19
Somerset – Somerset County Environmental Stewards lecture on environmental chemistry
Upcoming:
3/12/19
Morristown – Great Swam Watershed Association lecture on organic landscaping
3/18/19
Wayne – Laurelwood Arboretum site visit for rain garden planning

3/27/19
Montclair – Van Vleck House rain barrel workshop

3/30/19
New Brunswick – Poultry Symposium lecture on turkeys
Dr. Rowe commented that she and all tenants must be out of the Nike Base building in Wayne by the end of April since the building is being demolished.  She also informed that the Passaic County Master Gardeners’ plant sale appears to be in jeopardy since there is no consensus on a new location for the sale.

USDA/NRCS –
Dan Mull, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS
Glen and Dan commented on a Request for Conservation Assistance from Greater Newark Conservancy for a 3.5-acre fruit tree orchard with more than 136 trees that was accepted by the district at the 2/7/2019 district meeting.  Dan informed that Edwin Muñiz, from NRCS, had visited the orchard last week to perform ground penetrating radar analysis and heavy metal testing.  His report has already been provided to the Greater Newark Conservancy.
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service has set aside funding available through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) to create and improve habitat for Golden-winged Warbler (GWWA) and other wildlife in selected portions of northern New Jersey. There will be a workshop for interested forestland owners and foresters on 3/11/2019 at 6 p.m. at the Sparta Ambulance Building.  

CORRESPONDENCE /NEWS
Request for Telephone Interview for Radio Show
An e-mail from Calvin Carter requesting a telephone interview about the history and work of the district was received on 3/4/2019.  Mr. Carter explained that he hosts a fifteen-minute public affairs radio program that airs weekly in Passaic County.  The supervisors instructed Glen to respond to Mr. Carter and ask him how he had become aware of the district and the anticipated subject matter of the interview.
New Jersey Future Farmers of America (FFA) Annual Report 
The district received a copy of the NJ FFA’s Annual Report covering the period of 7/1/17 – 6/30/18.  The HEP district is listed as a special project donor of the “Blue Jackets/Bright Futures” program.
SSCC Regional Supervisor Meeting

The Northern Regional Supervisors meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 11th, at Barka in Mountain Lakes, NJ.  Fran Aguirre will coordinate the registration process.  Matt Ward, Mario Tridente, Gray Russell, Glen Van Olden, and Matt D’Alessandro will be attending.  Chairman Ward asked the supervisors to think about agenda items, such as possible consolidation of districts, for this regional meeting which could be discussed at HEP’s 4/4/19 meeting.
CHAPTER 251
Stop Work Orders (SWO)
Fairfield:
12 Scott Ct., Block 801, Lot 1


Former Non-Applicability #3230


Soil Disturbance exceeding 5,000 sq. feet with no SESC plan certification
N. Haledon:
Gallo Highland Home Improvements


205 Highland Rd., Block 67.04, Lot 5


Soil Disturbance exceeding 5,000 sq. feet with no SESC plan certification


Subsequently received SESC plan on 2/26/2019, File #219-P-4803

Natsis’ Park Avenue, Weehawken, Soil Disturbance
Mr. and Mrs. Natsis contacted HEP again regarding their property on Park Avenue in Weehawken which currently has a Stop Work Order.  They also presented themselves at Frank Minch’s office in Trenton.  Matt D’Alessandro has been trying for years to advise them, their attorneys, and their engineers that they need to apply for SESC plan certification which the Natsis so far have refused to do.  Chairman Ward asked Matt D’Alessandro to prepare a summary of the Natsis situation for the 4/4/2019 HEP meeting.
Wayne Township 2018 Exempt Municipality Review
Glen and the supervisors discussed the findings of Wayne’s review and viewed a slide show of recent photographs of Wayne projects.  There is still poor communication between engineering and the construction official.  It appears that C/Os are still being issued without required ROCs and that the township is aware of this.  Most projects are not being inspected for Soil Erosion, in fact, Wayne is not even in possession of the SESC plans for many projects.  Last year it was evident that Wayne needed to improve their processes and create a separate track for soil erosion but this has not occurred.  Discussion ensued.  M/M Mario Tridente, M/S Gray Russell and passed unanimously to give Wayne an “Unsatisfactory” rating on their 2018 Exempt Municipality Review.
Frank Minch must review the Wayne Exempt Municipality Report once submitted and he will contact Wayne directly.
Newark City 2018 Exempt Municipality Review
On 2/25/19 Glen and Matt D’Alessandro met with officials in Newark.  Glen had previously advised Director Scott that Newark must collect and submit detention basin summary forms to HEP.  The city’s staffing is very competent and willing to improve.  Although there seems to be a lack of communication between sub agencies within the city, HEP has an open line of communication with SESC personnel in Newark and HEP offered its assistance should the city require it.  M/M Gray Russell, M/S Mario Tridente and passed unanimously to give Newark a “Conditionally Satisfactory” rating on their 2018 Exempt Municipality Review.  
GENERAL BUSINESS

Actuarial Valuation for Post-Retirement Obligations
John Bury performed a new Actuarial Valuation of Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB).  This was done to address the district’s requirement to accrue for post-retirement medical benefits.  The last valuation was performed three years ago.  Fran Aguirre will discuss with HEP’s off-site accountant, Ken Wood, the proper method to incorporate this new figure into the district’s accounting system effective 7/1/2019 which is the start of HEP’s 2019/2020 fiscal year.
HEP Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee consisting of Skip Bartlett, Kathleen Caren, Dave Longo, Bob Prout, John Sarnas, and Nick Staniewicz will meet on Tuesday, 3/12/2019, to discuss candidate qualifications and to nominate qualified candidates to serve as a volunteer supervisor for the remainder of former super John Sarnas’ two-year term running from 7/1/2019 through 6/30/2021.
NJ Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD) Annual Dues Request
The district received an invoice in the amount of $850 for 2019 NJACD dues, a $100 increase from last year.  A short discussion ensued regarding the supervisors’ disappointment with the recent handling of conference planning.  M/M Gray Russell, M/S Gerry Flach to table payment of invoice until the 4/4/19 district meeting.

2019 NJ Envirothon

The 2019 NJ Envirothon is being held on 5/11/19 at Great Times Day Camp in Waterford Works, Camden County, NJ.  The district received a $500 donation request dated 1/25/19 from Dennis Dougherty, President of the NJACD.  M/M Flach, M/S Gray Russell and passed unanimously to donate $500.
Summer Intern
Glen would like to hire an intern for the summer months.  Glen will prepare a proposal for the supervisors.
Passaic County Ag Development Board (CADB)
Tax monies have been collected since 1996 for open space funding.  Glen informed that there is a 12-acre farm in Wayne, NJ that would like to be preserved but the county states there is no dedicated money to preserve it and that the funds have been spent on other non-acquisition projects.  The Passaic CADB has requested the county’s past year budget.  Chairman Ward suggested writing a support letter to Douglas Fisher to be discussed at the 6/10/2019 NJ SSCC meeting.
SSCC/NJDA –
Frank Minch, Exec. Director, NJ State Soil Conservation Committee



Absent

The next meeting of the SSCC is scheduled for Monday, 3/11/2019, at the Food Innovation Center on SEBS (Cook), New Brunswick.  No food will be provided.
CLOSING COMMENTS
Chairman Ward reminded that the NACD Northeast Meeting will be held at Foxwoods Resort and Casino in Connecticut in late summer.

Supervisor Gray Russell commended Matt D’Alessandro on the presentation he gave to the Montclair Environmental Commission.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, M/M Mario Tridente, M/S Gray Russell and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,








Gray Russell







Secretary/Treasurer
MEETING NOTICE
The next meeting will be held on Thursday,
April 4th, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
at
The HEP-SCD District Office

80 Orchard St.

Bloomfield, NJ  07003
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